
Writing

THEME Where Food Comes From

4:15 PM

90%

W.4.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.

W.4.7: Conduct short research projects that build 

knowledge through investigation of different 

aspects of a topic.

Sharing Information

Jane has just returned from a family trip to China. Her friends have a 

thousand questions about the language, the customs, and the food.  

Jane proudly tells them she tried an unusual dish called bird’s nest soup. 

“Bird’s nest soup?” her friends ask. “What in the world is that?”

Jane realizes this is a topic very few of her classmates know about. She wants 

to share her experience and knowledge with everyone. She does some 

research and writes an article about bird’s nest soup for the school’s weekly 

newsletter.  The tablet below shows part of her article.

By writing an informational article, Jane is teaching her readers about 

something they never knew. She includes facts and details to bring her topic 

to life. After reading her article, are you tempted to eat bird’s nest soup?

What Is Informational Writing? 

Informational writing tells or teaches readers about a topic. This type of 

writing uses facts, definitions, and examples to answer Who? What? Where? 

When? Why? and How? questions about the topic. 

Key Features  Informational Writing

• an introduction that prepares readers to learn about the topic

• a main idea that is stated clearly and details that are organized logically

• linking words that connect one idea to the next

• a conclusion that sums up what the writer said about the topic

Writing to Inform:  

Article

Lesson 2

Bird’s nest soup is considered 

a delicacy in some Asian 

cultures. It is made from the 

nests of small, cave-dwelling 

birds called swiftlets. The nests 

are formed from the birds’ own 

saliva, which then dries and 

hardens. Chefs soak the nests 

overnight, and then stew them 

with chicken stock and a little 

corn starch. . . . 

Steps for Writing

On the following pages, you’ll learn the steps for writing your own article.

Step 1 Study a Mentor Text

Step 2 Unpack Your Assignment

Step 3 Find Text Evidence

Step 4 Organize Your Evidence

Step 5 Draft Your Article

Step 6 Revise: First Read 

Step 7 Revise: Second Read

Step 8 Edit for Conventions

To download a sample, visit ReadyCommonCore.com/Writing 

Focus Identify Task, Purpose, and Audience

Step 2 Unpack Your Assignment

Lesson 2 Writing to Inform: Article

A local magazine is planning an issue about 
restaurants in the city. Its editors have asked each 
restaurant to submit an article about the history of 
the food it serves. You will write the article for our 
restaurant, Pizza Parlor, about the history of pizza. In your article:

• Tell where pizza was first made.• Explain how pizza has changed over the years.
• Tell about how pizza became so popular.Please use at least two reliable sources to support 

the information in your article. 
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Lesson 2 Writing to Inform: Article

Lesson 2 Writing to Inform: Article

Your Assignment

1  audience Who is your audience? Draw a box around the word in your 

assignment that tells you who will be reading your article.
2  Purpose The purpose for writing your assignment is to educate.  What does it 

mean to educate?

 

 .  

3  task Identify your task. Circle the type of writing you will do. Then number 

the key ideas that you will cover. 
Turn and Talk Discuss three questions you should always ask and answer 

when given a writing assignment. 

Before you begin writing, you should read your assignment carefully and plan 

your work. As you have learned, an important part of planning is to identify your 

task, audience, and purpose for writing. When you are writing informational text, is is important to think about what your 

audience already knows about the topic and what they might want to learn.  

This will  help you decide what information to include.
Modeled Instruction

Kelley Kane, who wrote “Pizza: Past to Present” on pages 32–33, was given the 

assignment below. She read it carefully and marked up some important details.

Read Kelley’s assignment below. Then read the points in her Think Aloud, 

which tell how she identified her task, audience, and purpose.

A popular cooking magazine is planning a new series called “Bet You Didn’t 

Know . . . ” This series will educate cooks about the ingredients they use.  

For next month’s issue, the editors have asked you to write an article about 

spices, explaining how they have played an important role in history 

throughout the world.
To prepare to write your article, you will read the following sources:

• from “Why Salt? Valuable Little Cubes” page 40
• The Life of Spice pages 41– 45In your article:

• Describe some ways spices were used at different times in history.

• Explain how spices affected trade and business.
• Explain how some nations used spices to gain power.

Use facts and details from the sources to support your explanation. Include 

headings to organize your information and help readers understand it.

Guided Practice
Now it’s your turn to write an informative article. Read Your Assignment 

carefully. Then complete the activities, using the Hints for help.

W.4.5: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development and organization are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

HINT Who wants to find out more about the ingredients they use?

HINT Reread the name of the series to find a clue.

HINT Reread what the magazine editors have asked you to do. What three things must you include?

Think Aloud 
 audience The words local magazine tell me my readers 

are people who live in this city. Also, people who buy a 
special issue about restaurants are probably very interested  

in local restaurants and the food they serve. Purpose My purpose is to inform my readers about the 

history of pizza. Since they are interested in food, they may 

already know some basics about pizza. I’ll research to find 

some interesting, little-known facts. 
 task My task is to write an article. Each of these bullet 

points tells me a key idea I need to cover in the article. 
Knowing this will help me plan my research. I’ll look for 
information to support these three ideas.

KeLLey’s Assignment

Hi, I’m Beau, and I’m also going to be doing this assignment.

•  Explicit, systematic instruction in informative/explanatory, opinion, and narrative writing  
helps students build a strong arsenal of strategies for planning, drafting, revising, and editing text.

•  A research-based, scaffolded instructional model is used to teach writing step-by-step— 
just like the Ready Reading/ELA program.

•  Writing assignments teach students to analyze and write about complex informational  
and literary texts.

•  Lessons provide diverse, high-quality source materials, including authentic text 
and a variety of content.

Teach students to become confident, 
competent writers and thinkers—Grades 2–5
Built from scratch to meet the increased expectations of Common Core, Ready 
Writing makes writing from sources the center of learning in all writing types—
opinion, informative/explanatory, and narrative. By interweaving all writing 
standards with grade-level science and social studies themes, students learn to use 
writing as a tool for thinking and clearly communicating their knowledge.
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1 Today, salt is given out freely in shakers and packets at our favorite 
restaurants. We can buy it cheaply at any grocery store. But it 
hasn’t always been so easy to get salt. This tiny crystal cube has 

played a much more important role in history than just flavoring our 
fries. Around the world, cities were founded, roads were built, wars were 
fought, and trade routes were established, all for one reason: humans 
can’t live without salt. Literally. Because of this simple fact, salt became  
a valuable item a long time ago. People who controlled salt had power. 
Around 2,000 years ago, some of the people with salt—and 
power—were the Romans. 

2  One way Rome controlled salt was by building villages 
along the Mediterranean coast. This gave them access to 
the sea where they could harvest salt. One of the first great 
roads built by Romans . . . is called Via Salarium, or “Salt 
Road.” It is the oldest road in Italy today. As you might have 
guessed, it was built to transport salt.

3  As Rome grew, it became a great trading center, and salt was one of 
the main items traded there. Salt was so important in the daily lives of 
the Romans that soldiers were paid in blocks of salt. This pay was called 
salarium argentums or “salt money,” giving us our word salary. In fact, 
the word soldier comes from the Latin sol dare, meaning “to give salt.” 

4  Throughout history and around the world, governments have 
regulated and taxed salt. . . . Salt played a role in the history of our 
country, too. In both the Revolutionary and Civil wars, keeping enough 
salt for the soldiers was important. In these and other wars, enemies 
have tried to keep salt away from each other. The history of the world  
is overflowing with stories of salt. 

by Leigh Anderson and David Chandler, Appleseeds

from

Valuable  
Little CubesWhy Salt?Why Salt?

source 1: Magazine article Lesson 2

1 Most of us don’t give much thought to the salt and pepper sitting on 

our dinner table, or the spices in our kitchen cabinets. After all, what 

could be more ordinary? If only they could speak, though, spices and herbs 

would tell you the “spicy” tales of their glory days: the days when spice ruled 

the world. 

Ancient Evidence

2  People have used spices since the beginning of history. Archaeologists 
have found spices in the tombs of Egyptians buried around 3000 BCE. 
What were spices doing in burial chambers, you might ask? After all, it’s 
reasonable to assume that no one was cooking dinner in those tombs!  
But the ancient Egyptians had a different use for spices. They used various 
kinds—including cinnamon!—to embalm, or preserve, bodies after death. 
Of course, the spices also smelled good. The Egyptians believed this 
might please their gods, who would then give the dead a happy afterlife.

3  Spices also appear in hieroglyphics, an ancient form of writing, carved 
in Egyptian pyramids. The hieroglyphics show the workers who built the 
pyramids eating onions and garlic. The Egyptians believed these herbs 
gave the workers strength. They needed all the strength they could get, 
since they had to move giant pyramid stones through the blazing desert.

source 2: Book Chapter Lesson 2Ready Writing
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To download a sample, visit ReadyCommonCore.com/Writing 

The flexibility of Ready Writing makes it easy  
to use with your Ready Reading program! 
When used together, Ready Reading and Ready Writing provide explicit instruction with a focus on writing about reading 
in content area themes. Designed to support instruction for the entire ELA block, these programs cover the following ELA 
Standards: Reading Informational Text, Reading Literature, Writing, and Language.

Writing Reading
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Why Salt?
by Leigh Anderson and David Chandler, Appleseeds

Valuable     Little Cubes

The Via Salarium, 
shown in yellow, 
led from the sea 
coast to Rome, an 
important center of 
trade.

Independent Practice

88 Lesson 6 Supporting Inferences About Informational Texts ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Genre: History ArticleRead

1  Today, salt is given out freely in shakers and packets at 
our favorite restaurants. We can buy it cheaply at any 
grocery store. But it hasn’t always been so easy 
to get salt. This tiny crystal cube has played 
a much more important role in history 
than just flavoring our fries. Around the 
world, cities were founded, roads were 
built, wars were fought, and trade 
routes were established, all for one 
reason: humans can’t live without salt. 
Literally. Because of this simple fact, 
salt became a valuable item a long time 
ago. People who controlled salt had 
power. Around 2,000 years ago, some of 
the people with salt—and power—were 
the Romans.

2  One way Rome controlled salt was by 
building villages along the Mediterranean 
coast. This gave them access to the sea where 
they could harvest salt. One of the first great roads 
built by Romans . . . is called Via Salarium, or “Salt 
Road.” It is the oldest road in Italy today. As you might have 
guessed, it was built to transport salt.

3  As Rome grew, it became a great trading center, and salt was one of 
the main items traded there. Salt was so important in the daily lives of 
the Romans that soldiers were paid in blocks of salt. This pay was called 
salarium argentums or “salt money,” giving us our word salary. In fact, 
the word soldier comes from the Latin sol dare, meaning “to give salt.”

WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond these words to 
figure out what they 
mean.

• role
• regulated
• access

Ready Reading

Shared themes: Content themes found 
in Ready Reading lessons are carried into 
the writing lessons that follow, so students 
deepen their knowledge as they read, 
reread, and write.

3

Sequencing: Writing lessons are 
intentionally sequenced to follow the 
themes and/or skills of Ready Reading 
lessons.

1

Think It Through
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Use details from your sources to complete the following activities.

1  List three details that tell why the United States should continue to spend 
money exploring Mars. After each detail, write the number of the source it 
came from.

  

 

  

 

  

 

2  List three details that tell why the United States should not continue to spend 
money exploring Mars. After each detail, write the number of the source it 
came from.

  

 

  

  

 

3  Based on the information you’ve read, should the United States continue to 
fund the exploration of Mars? Write your opinion statement below. 

 

 

HINT How can humans on Earth 
benefit from learning about Mars?

HINT Is the money spent on 
exploring Mars guaranteed to help 
the United States?

HINT Consider all of the details 
that you marked P or C, not just 
those that you listed above. 

W.4.9b: Apply grade 4 Reading standards to 
informational texts.

Detail:

Detail:

Detail:

Detail:

Detail:

Detail:

Ready Writing

Independent Practice

380 Lesson 23 Explaining an Author’s Reasons and Evidence ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

3  Which detail is a reason that best supports the author’s main point? 

A  “Some scientists claim that within 40 years, humans will be 
living on Mars. “

B  “Curiosity also has a laser that can analyze the chemicals in soil 
and rocks.”

C  “During its first 100 days on Mars, the rover detected water in 
the planet’s soil.”

D  “Mars rovers may provide knowledge that is key to 
understanding our own universe.”

4  In paragraphs 6 and 7, the author explains more about exploring 
Mars. What reasons and evidence are provided to support the 
author’s point? Complete the chart by drawing Xs in the boxes. 
Identify which statement describes a reason and which describe 
evidence that supports the reason.

Statement Reason Evidence
Mars rovers may turn up new energy sources 
to use on Earth.

Curiosity and other rovers have worked much 
longer than expected.

The rover missions provide additional 
benefits. 

Curiosity and other rovers help the economy 
because they create jobs.

5  What reasons do supporters of space exploration give to explain why 
sending rovers to Mars is important?  Choose three reasons.

A They can learn how to prepare for people to go to Mars.

B  They can find ways to use money and resources to build 
new rovers.

C  They can stream data from Mars back to Earth on a regular basis.

D They can use knowledge of changes on Mars to understand 
our planet.

E  They can search for evidence of life beyond Earth.

Ready Reading

Shared source texts: Many Ready Reading 
and Ready Writing lessons share the same 
source texts. In the reading program, these 
texts provide opportunities for applying 
reading standards, while in Ready Writing 
they are the source of text-based evidence. 
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