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Lesson 
Overview

LESSON 17

Add Within 5

Prerequisite Skills

• Count up to 5 objects.

• Recognize the plus sign (1).

• Recognize the equal sign (5).

Lesson Vocabulary

There is no new vocabulary. Review the 
following key terms.

• add to put together groups to find 
the total.

• equal sign (5) the symbol that means 
is the same as.

• equation a mathematical sentence that 
uses an equal sign (5) to show that two 
things are equal.

• plus sign (1) the symbol that 
means add.

• total altogether. The result of adding 
two or more groups or quantities.

Lesson Objectives

Content Objectives
• Solve addition word problems within 5, 

using pictures or objects.

• Recognize both put-together and add-to 
situations as addition problems.

• Find pairs of addends to make a 
given total.

Language Objectives
• Tell put-together and add-to addition 

problems to match a given picture.

• Count pictures to find the total for an 
addition equation.

• Model addition problems with counters.

• Write the total for an addition equation.

• Listen to the ideas of others and ask 
questions to clarify.

Learning Progression

In Kindergarten children learn to add 
and subtract within 10 using objects and 
pictures, and to associate equations with 
those operations. They apply these skills to 
solving problems illustrated with pictures. 
In the previous lesson, children were 
introduced to the plus sign as meaning 
and and the equal sign as meaning is the 
same as or equals.

In this lesson children explore real-world 
story situations that involve adding 
(either an add-to or a put-together 
situation), and for each situation they find 

the total. They are also given a total and 
asked to find two missing addends. By the 
end of Kindergarten, children should be 
able to find any sum up through 10.

In Grade 1 children will apply their 
understanding of addition to solve word 
problems involving greater quantities.

CCSS Focus
Domain
Operations and Algebraic Thinking

Cluster
A.  Understand addition as putting 

together and adding to, and 
understand subtraction as taking 
apart and taking from.

Standards
K.OA.A.2 Solve addition and subtraction 
word problems, and add and subtract 
within 10, e.g., by using objects or drawings 
to represent the problem. 
K.OA.A.5 Fluently add and subtract 
within 5.

Additional Standards
K.CC.A.3, K.CC.B.5, K.OA.A.1 (See 
Standards Correlations at the end of the 
book for full text.)

Standards for Mathematical 
Practice (SMP)
SMPs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 are integrated 
in every lesson through the 
Try-Discuss-Connect routine.*

In addition, this lesson particularly 
emphasizes the following SMPs:

2 Reason abstractly and 
quantitatively.

5 Use appropriate tools strategically.

7 Look for and make use of structure.

* See page 311k to see how every 
lesson includes these SMPs.

CCSS Focus sets learning 
expectations for students’ conceptual 
understanding and how they 
demonstrate that understanding .

Lesson Overview provides 
information for use in planning  
whole class instruction, small group 
differentiation, and independent 
learning opportunities .

Using a Session

i-Ready Classroom Mathematics lessons consist of three types of sessions: Explore, Develop, and Refine . 
The following is a walkthrough of the planning and support features within the Teacher’s Guide for a 
Develop session . You will find many of the same features in the Explore and Refine sessions .

Teacher’s Guide

Content Objectives identify the 
mathematical learning goals for the 
lesson, while Language Objectives 
identify how students show their 
understanding of those goals .

Prerequisite Skills are opportunities 
to monitor understanding and identify 
students’ learning needs .

Learning Progression sets context 
for the mathematics of the lesson, 
providing information on how the 
content fits across and within grade 
levels—what students previously 
learned, what they are learning now, 
and what they will be learning next .
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Lesson Pacing Guide

Lesson Materials
Lesson
(Required)

Per child: 10 counters (5 each of two different colors), 5 two-color counters, 
2 crayons (1 red, 1 yellow), copy of Close slide (Session 5)
For display: 5 chairs

Activities Per child: 10 counters (5 each of two different colors), piece of string
Per pair: 3 index cards with addition equations, crayons
For display: various classroom objects, such as an eraser, a pencil, a crayon
Activity Sheets:  5-Frames, Dot Cards 1: Small**

Math Toolkit counters, two-color counters, crayons

Digital Math 
Tool  

Counters and Connecting Cubes

**Used for more than one activity.

PERSONALIZE

i-Ready Lessons*
Grade K
• Number Partners for 3
• Number Partners for 4 and 5

Learning Games
• Hungry Guppy
• Hungry Fish
• Match

Independent Learning

RETEACH

Tools for Instruction
Grade K
• Lesson 17 Add Within 5 

REINFORCE

Math Center Activity
Grade K
• Lesson 17 Add and Move

EXTEND

Enrichment Activity
Grade K
• Lesson 17 Ways to Make 6

Teacher Toolbox 

Small Group Differentiation
SESSION 1

Explore
45–60 min

Adding Within 5
• Start 5 min
• Try It 20 min
• Connect It 15 min
• Close: Exit Ticket 5 min

Additional Practice
Lesson pages 333–334

Building Fluency
Use throughout lesson

SESSION 2

Develop
45–60 min

Adding Within 5
• Start 5 min
• Try It 5 min
• Discuss It 15 min
• Connect It 15 min
• Close: Exit Ticket 5 min

Additional Practice
Lesson pages 337–338

Fluency Practice
Add Within 5 
Make 5 with Dot Cards

SESSION 3

Develop
45–60 min

Adding Within 5
• Start 5 min
• Try It 10 min
• Discuss It 10 min
• Connect It 15 min
• Close: Exit Ticket 5 min

Additional Practice
Lesson pages 341–342

Fluency 
Adding Within 5

SESSION 4

Refine
45–60 min

Adding Within 5
• Start 5 min
• Apply It 10 min
• Discuss It 25 min
• Close: Exit Ticket 5 min

Additional Practice
Lesson pages 345–346

SESSION 5

Refine
45–60 min

Adding Within 5
• Start 5 min
• Apply It 15 min
• Small Group Differentiation 20 min
• Close: Exit Ticket 5 min

Lesson Quiz 
or Digital 
Comprehension Check

Whole Class Instruction

* We continually update the Interactive Tutorials. Check the Teacher Toolbox for the most  
up-to-date offerings for this lesson.

Whole Class Instruction session-by-
session pacing is used to plan daily 
instruction and practice . 

The Lesson Quiz or Digital 
Comprehension Check assesses 
students’ progress toward mastery of 
lesson content and is a way to identify 
where reteaching is needed .

Additional Practice and Fluency & 
Skills Practice are for use as in-class 
small group work, after-class work,  
or at-home learning .

Small Group Differentiation 
resources support learning for all 
students with Tools for Instruction for 
targeted skills instruction, 
differentiated Math Center Activities to 
reinforce on-level skills, and Enrichment 
Activities that extend understanding .

Optional Add-On: Independent 
Learning resources provide students 
with opportunities to strengthen 
grade-level skills by working on their 
personalized path with i-Ready Online 
Instruction or to build fluency skills 
with interactive Learning Games . 
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Develop Adding Within 5
LESSON 17 SESSION 2 

Encourage children to describe addition problems for each group of animals. Provide 
an example, such as 3 little pigs and 1 big pig is 4 pigs. Have children circle the two groups 
of animals that show 3 plus 1.

  How is the group of sheep like the group of pigs?Discuss It

335

Children circle the pigs 
and the sheep.

Try It

Start

 Connect to Prior Knowledge
Materials none, children use their fingers

Why Reinforce the concept of the plus sign 
linking two quantities.

How Tell stories about classroom objects related 
to each equation, such as There are 2 jars of paint 
on the easel. 1 is red and 1 is blue. Ask children to 
show the numbers in the story using fingers on 
two hands. Then ask them to tell which equation 
matches the story. 
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1 1 4 5 5

1 1 1 5 2

1 1 3 5 4

Grade K Lesson 17 Session 2 | Develop Adding Within 5

Listen for The two addends in the story are the two 
numbers linked by the plus sign.

Develop Language
Why Clarify the meaning of the comparison 
word like.

How Explain that like means the same or similar. 
Say: Let us compare the group of sheep and the 
group of pigs in the farm scene. How is the group of 
sheep like the group of pigs? [Possible answers: 
There are 3 babies in each group. There is 1 big 
pig and 1 big sheep. Both groups have 4.] 

Try It
Present the scene, and engage children by 
having them tell addition problems for groups of 
animals and objects.

Ask When you look at a group of animals, do you 
see how the group is made of two smaller groups?

Provide an example, such as 3 little pigs and 
1 big pig is 4 pigs. Write a blank equation on 
the board ( __ 1 __ 5 __ ). Together, fill in 
the missing numbers, discussing what each 
number represents. Emphasize that plus 
means and. 

Have children circle the two groups of 
animals that show 3 1 1.

Discuss It
Support Partner Discussion
Have children talk in pairs about other 
groups of animals and objects they see. 
Encourage children to identify as many 
groups as they can.

Support as needed with questions such as:

• How did you decide which animals or 
objects were in a group?

• How did you know you found as many 
groups as you could?

Common Misconception If children 
struggle to describe the groups of pigs or 
sheep using addition, then have them first 
count the group, then count baby pigs, and 
then count big pigs. 

Select and Sequence Solutions
Select children to present many different 
solutions. Choose children who have 
identified groups such as:

• 3 plus 2 chicks is 5

• 1 plus 4 butterflies is 5 

• 2 plus 3 clouds is 5

• 2 plus 1 hen is 3

End with more creative solutions, if any, 
such as “1 big horse, 1 big sheep, and 1 big 
pig is 3 big animals.”

Support Whole Class Discussion 
Compare and connect children’s solutions 
by having them share groups they found 
and state the addition fact, for example: 
3 chicks plus 2 chicks equals 5 chicks. 

Write and discuss each addition equation. 
Connect the addends in the equation to 
the subgroups and the total to the 
whole group.

Purpose In this session children tell 
addition stories based on groups of animals 
shown as two smaller groups. Then they 
relate the addends and the totals in those 
stories to the addends and totals in written 
addition equations.

SESSION 2 Develop

Using a Session

continuedTeacher’s Guide

Purpose provides a roadmap of what 
students will be learning and doing 
across the session .

Develop Language provides 
language support for all students  
and is especially useful in helping  
EL students and emerging readers 
make sense of the problem .

Start establishes a clear and 
accessible entry point for each 
session, engaging students 
mathematically with prerequisite 
content . It frequently is an 
opportunity to have students 
manipulate concrete objects to model 
a mathematics skill or concept .

Support Whole Class Discussion 
provides discourse questions related 
to the mathematical ideas of the 
lesson, prompting students to make 
connections and use abstract 
reasoning . This leads into a 
questioning that allows students to 
articulate a generalization of the 
mathematical concept .
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SESSION 2 

2 1 1 5 3

1 1 1 5 2

3 1 1 5 4

Have children match pictures to equations. Have children tell the number of large and 
small animals and the total in each picture. Then have them say each equation aloud, 
use counters to model it, and draw a line from the picture to the equation that matches.

  How are the addition equations alike? 
How are they different?

Discuss It

Math Toolkit
• counters 

Connect It

336

Look for opportunities to compare similarities 
and differences. 

Ask How is the group of sheep like the group 
of pigs?

Listen for They are both groups of 4. They 
both show groups of 3 and 1.

Ask How is the group of butterflies different 
from the group of horses?

Listen for The group of butterflies shows 1 1 4, 
or 5. The group of horses shows 1 1 1, or 2.

Connect It
  Materials For each child: 10 counters 

(5 each of two different colors) 

Support Whole Class Discussion
Explain to children that they will match each 
picture to an equation and confirm their answers 
with counters.

Have children tell the number of large and small 
animals as well as the total in each picture.

Then, for each equation, have a child read it 
aloud. For 2 1 1 5 3, engage children by asking 
the following questions. Then repeat for the 
other two problems.

Ask How can you show 2 and 1 with counters?

Listen for You can show 2 counters of one 
color and 1 of another color, or 3 all one color.

Have children model the equation with counters.

Ask Which picture matches 2 1 1 5 3? How can 
you tell?

Listen for The 3 counters and 3 pigs match. 
2 little pigs and 1 big pig is 2 1 1. 2 plus 1 
means 2 and 1.

Have children draw a line to match 2 1 1 to the 
group of pigs.

Ask How are the equations alike? How are 
they different?

Listen for They all have 1 as a number you 
add. They all have a plus sign and an equal 
sign. They have different totals.

Deepen Understanding
Equations
SMP 2 Reason abstractly 
and quantitatively.

  Materials none, children use 
their fingers 

When discussing the equations, 
prompt children to recognize that 
equations represent quantities, not 
specific objects.

Ask Show me how you can show 
2 little pigs plus 1 big pig with 
your fingers.

Look for Children may use 2 fingers 
on one hand and 1 on the other.

Ask What different stories can you 
tell for 2 1 1 5 3? 

Listen for Children may tell any 
story with a group of 2 and a group 
of 1, in any order.

Generalize Is the total the same in all 
the stories for 2 plus 1? Why do you 
think that is? Listen for understanding 
that 2 plus 1 and 3 are the same 
quantities regardless of what objects 
they refer to.

Close: Exit Ticket

Have children tell which equation matches 
the picture.
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Close: Exit Ticket

3 1 2 5 5

4 1 1 5 5

Grade K Lesson 17 Session 2 | Develop Adding Within 5

Solution 4 1 1 5 5
Listen for Children should recognize the 
relationship between the two groups in the 
picture and the addends and that 5 represents 
the total number of butterflies.

Common Misconception If children do 
not connect addition to the group of 
butterflies, then have them use counters to 
first show 3 1 2, then 4 1 1.

Common Misconception gives 
insight into misconceptions that can 
lead to errors in calculation and 
provides on-the-spot remediation .

Close: Exit Ticket is a quick  
formative assessment of each day’s 
learning and serves as an indicator of 
students’ progress toward mastery or 
partial mastery of the learning goal of 
the session .

Ask/Listen for are mathematical 
discourse questions followed by 
expected student responses that 
support and facilitate whole class 
discussion .

As students share their thinking, the 
discourse questions can be used to 
make connections between student 
approaches and different models and 
representations, prompt justifications 
and critiques of approaches and 
solutions, and check conceptual 
understanding .
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SESSION 3 

Develop Adding Within 5

2 1 1 5

2 1 2 5

3 1 1 5

2 1 3 5

Try It

Have children make up a story for each addition equation and use counters to act 
out the story. Have them count the counters and write the total. Read the equation 
aloud and connect it back to the counters and the story.

  What is 2 1 2? What is 2 1 3? How can you tell?Discuss It

Math Toolkit
• counters 

339

3

4

4

5

Start

 Connect to Prior Knowledge
Materials For each child: 10 counters (5 each 
of two different colors)

Why Reinforce the meaning of addition, and the 
relationship between the numbers in an addition 
equation and the quantities they represent.

How Relate addition stories to equations.

Tell an addition problem for 1 1 3. For example, 
1 duck swims in the pond. 3 more ducks come to 
swim. How many ducks are swimming now?

Have children model the problem with counters 
using a different color for each addend. Ask 
children to find the answer and tell how 
they know. 

Repeat with a similar problem for 2 1 3 5 5.
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2 1 3 5 5

Grade K Lesson 17 Session 3 | Develop Adding Within 5

Solution 4 ducks
Look for Numbers in the equation represent 
quantities that include a total.

Develop Language
Why Facilitate language production to support 
children as they create their own addition stories. 

How Lead children in a brainstorming activity to 
help them list nouns and corresponding actions 
that would give meaning to the counters and 
prepare children to create their own math stories. 
For example: 2 frogs sat on a rock. 1 more frog 
jumped on.

Noun Action

frog jumped

fish swam

Try It
  Materials For each child: 10 counters 

(5 each of two different colors)

Explain to children that they will make up a 
story for each addition equation and act 
out the story with counters.

Support Partner Discussion
Have children tell a partner a story for each 
equation. Then have them use counters to 
show their own story in the space above 
each equation. 

Support as needed with questions such as:

• How did you decide which numbers to use 
in your addition story?

• How were your stories alike? How were they 
different?

Common Misconception If children 
know how to add but struggle relating 
objects to quantities, then have them act 
out addition stories with sums to 5.

Select and Sequence Solutions
Select children to present different 
addition stories for each equation. Choose 
children who have identified:

• add-to stories

• put-together stories 

Discuss It
Support Whole Class Discussion
Compare and connect children’s stories. 
For 2 1 1, ask the following questions. 
Then repeat for the other three problems.

Ask What were there 2 of? What was there 
1 of? Did you and your partner tell the same 
story? Did you and your partner show the 
same number of red and yellow counters? 
How many were there altogether?

Listen for The stories were different but 
used the same numbers. Some may 
have 2 red counters and 1 yellow, others 
the reverse.

Ask How can you have the same total 
when you told different stories?

Listen for Numbers can represent 
different things. Numbers tell how many, 
so 2 1 1 is always 2 1 1.

Have children find the total and write the 
number, 3.

Ask What is 2 1 2? What is 2 1 3? How 
can you tell?

Listen for 2 1 2 has a total of 4. 
2 1 3 has a total of 5. There are 2 and 
2 counters for 4. There are 2 and 
3 counters for 5. 3 is 1 more than 2.

Purpose In this session children start with 
a given addition equation (total unknown). 
First they create and model a story with 
counters to find the total. Then they use 
pictures to find and write the total.

SESSION 3 Develop

Using a Session

continuedTeacher’s Guide

Common Misconception identifies 
misconceptions that lead to errors in 
understanding, which can then be 
addressed in whole class discussion as 
students are prompted to explain 
their reasoning . 

Support Partner Discussion 
provides teachers with prompts to 
help students engage in meaningful 
peer discourse .

Select and Sequence Solutions 
give a range of possible strategies—
from concrete to representational  
to abstract—for use in monitoring 
student work and facilitating 
discourse . This information can be 
used to make decisions about which 
models and strategies to share and 
discuss as a class .
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SESSION 3 

2 1 1 5

2 1 2 5

3 1 1 5

2 1 3 5 ?

Connect It

Have children compare each equation with the pictured addition problem and then 
count and write the total. Have them read the completed equation aloud. Have them 
relate the written total to the number of animals shown.

  Which is more, 2 1 1 or 3 1 1? How can you tell?Discuss It

3 4 5

340

3

4

4

Hands-On Activity
Model addition problems with 
classroom objects and 5-frames.

If . . . children are unsure about using objects 
to represent addition

Then . . . use the activity below to 
model addition.

Materials For each child: 10 counters  
(5 each of two different colors), Activity 
Sheet 5-Frames; For display: various 
classroom objects

• Display one each of classroom objects, 
such as an eraser, a pencil, and a crayon.

• Present an addition problem about two 
of the items. For example: Inez has 
3 erasers and 1 pencil. How many items 
does she have?

• Have children use counters in the 5-frame 
to show the two addends. Together, write 
the corresponding equation on the 
board. Discuss the answer, 4.

• Repeat, posing other addition problems 
using different objects. 

Connect It
Support Whole Class Discussion 
For each problem, have children compare each 
equation with the pictured addition problem, 
then count and write or circle the total. When all 
four problems have been completed, have 
several children share their answers and 
thinking.

As children share, prompt them to explain how 
each picture shows the numbers in the equation. 
For 2 1 1, engage children by asking the 
following questions. Then repeat for the other 
three problems.

Ask Where does the picture show 2? Where does 
it show 1? How did you find the total?

Listen for Children may count all to find the 
sum, use fingers to find the total, or count on.

Deepen Understanding
Properties of Addition
SMP 7 Use structure.

When all problems have been 
discussed, challenge children to think 
more broadly about the problems, 
comparing one problem to another. 

Ask Which is more, 2 1 1 or 3 1 1?  
[3 1 1] How do you know?

Listen for I counted them, and 4 
is more than 3. 3 is more than 2, so 
3 and 1 is more than 2 and 1. If you 
start with more and then you add 
the same, the one with more still 
has more.

Ask Which is more, 2 1 2 or 2 1 3?  
[2 1 3] How do you know?

Listen for I counted them, and 4 
is less than 5. They both start with 
2, but then you add some, and 
adding 3 is more than adding 2. If 
you line them up, there is one extra 
when you add 3. There are more 
chicks than butterflies.

Generalize Prompt children to 
recognize that there are many ways 
to compare quantities.

Close: Exit Ticket
  Materials none, children use their 

fingers

Read the problem. Have children show the 
answer with their fingers.
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2 1 3 5 
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Solution 2 1 3 5 5
Listen for The problem is asking for the total 
number. Children may count to find the total 
number.

Common Misconception If children are 
not writing the correct total, then check to 
see if they can give the correct answer 
orally. If necessary, provide practice 
recognizing and writing numerals. If the 
oral answer is also incorrect, then provide 
practice counting and counting out groups 
of 1 to 5 objects. 

Apply It solutions at point of use give 
a correct response with explanations 
that include multiple approaches to 
solving the problem .

SMPs are infused throughout the 
instructional model . 

Deepen Understanding is a 
consistent opportunity to build 
conceptual understanding of a key 
lesson concept by extending 
mathematical discourse . The content 
connects a particular aspect of lesson 
learning to an SMP, showing how it 
looks in the classroom .

Hands-On Activities occur 
consistently at strategic points in the 
lesson after teachers have acquired 
understanding of students’ learning 
through observation and their work 
on questions in the Student Worktext .  
The activities support students who  
are unsure of the concept and are  
an opportunity for small group 
reteaching while other students work 
independently . Use of concrete 
objects lets students access 
understanding in a different way .
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continuedTeacher’s Guide
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Name:
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Practice Adding Within 5

LESSON 17 SESSION 2

Have children use red and yellow crayons to color a group of animals or 
objects to show 3 1 1 and then tell the total. Then have children use two 

other colors to color a group of animals or objects to show 2 1 2. Have 
children color the rest of the picture.

337

Check that children have used red and yellow to 
color a group of animals or objects to show 3 1 1 
and that they have used two other colors to color 
a group of animals or objects to show 2 1 2.

SESSION 2  Additional  
Practice

Solutions

Children’s coloring should show the following:

• red and yellow to color one group of animals or 
objects that shows 3 1 1 (for instance, pigs)

• two other colors to color a group of animals or 
objects to show 2 1 2 (for instance, sheep)

Fluency Practice

Add within 5.
Find opportunities throughout each day to tell informal 
put-together and add-to number stories such as: There 
are 2 red crayons and 3 brown crayons. How many crayons 
are there in all? (put together) or There were 2 children 
jumping rope. 2 more children join them. How many 
children are jumping rope now? (add to)

Make 5 with dot cards. 

Materials For each pair: two copies of Activity 
Sheet Dot Cards 1: Small

• Give each pair two each of the cards for 1–4.

• Have each pair spread the cards on the table, facedown. 
Partners take turns turning over 2 cards. If the dots on 
the cards total 5, the player wins the pair and the other 
player takes a turn. If the cards do not total 5, turn the 
cards facedown and the other player takes a turn.

• Play continues until no cards remain.

• Have children mix up the cards and play again.
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Practice Adding Within 5

LESSON 17 SESSION 3

Have children compare each equation with the pictured addition problem 
and then count and write the total. Have children read the completed 

equation aloud. Have them relate the written total to the number of 
objects shown.

1 1 1 5
1

2

1 1 4 5

1 1 2 5

1 1 3 5

Example

341

5

4

3

SESSION 3  Additional  
Practice

Solutions

For each problem, children:

• identify how each addend is shown in 
the picture

• find the total

• write the total

• read the completed equation aloud

Example
1 1 1 5 2 
Basic

Problems
• 1 1 2 5 3 

Basic

• 1 1 3 5 4 
Medium

• 1 1 4 5 5 
Medium

Fluency & Skills Practice

Assign Adding Within 5

In this activity children practice 
adding within 5. Children will add 
these numbers in many real-world 
situations. For example, children 
may want to find out how many 
people can ride in a car by adding 
the number of seats in the front and 
the number of seats in the back, or 
they may need to find the total 
number of apples in a bag if some 
apples are added.

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Fluency and Skills Practice

Name  Adding Within 5

Ask children to write equations to match the dot cards. Have children write the total in each equation.

Example

1 1 1 5 2 1 1 5 

4 1 1 5 3 1 1 5 

2

Teacher Toolbox 

Fluency Practice and Fluency & 
Skills Practice provide ongoing 
opportunities for students to 
accurately, flexibly, and efficiently 
practice mathematical procedures 
and operations .

Fluency & Skills Practice can be 
used as in-class small group work, 
after-class work, or at-home learning .  
Student pages are available on the 
Teacher Toolbox .

Additional Practice can be used as 
in-class small group work, after-class 
work, or at-home learning .
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English Language Learners:
Differentiated InstructionELL

Writing/Listening Have children work 
with a partner to make number stories for the 
Try It equations. If necessary, remind children 
that they can use the chart of nouns and 
actions they generated in Develop Language. 
Encourage children to write one of their 
addition stories in their math journal using 
resources to help them spell or using invented 
spelling. Choose two or three number stories 
to read aloud. Have children point to the 
equation from Try It that matches the 
number story.

Speaking/Writing Have children work 
with a partner to make number stories for the 
Try It equations. Before they begin, reread the 
nouns and actions from the chart the class 
generated in Develop Language. Tell children 
to work with their partners to decide 
which nouns and actions they will use in their 
number stories. Have children illustrate each 
number story and label the pictures with the 
corresponding words from the chart. Guide 
their conversations by asking: Do the numbers 
tell you how many there are? Can you use the 
same numbers for different stories?

Reading/Speaking Model making a story 
to go with the first Try It equation using 
words from the list of nouns and actions that 
the class generated in the Develop Language 
section. For example, if frog and jumped are 
on the list, you might say: 2 frogs were on a 
rock. 1 more frog jumped on. Now there are 
3 frogs. 2 and 1 is the same as 3. 2 1 1 5 3. 
Work with small groups of three or four 
children to make a number story for the 
remaining Try It equations using words from 
the chart. Have children supply the nouns 
and actions.

Levels 3–5Levels 2–4Levels 1–3
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LESSON 17 SESSION 2

Have children match pictures to addition equations. Have children tell the 
number of large and small animals, as well as the total, in each picture. Read 

each addition equation aloud together. Then have children draw lines to 
match each picture to its addition equation.

2 1 1 5 3

4 1 1 5 5

1 1 1 5 2

338

Solutions

Children should find the following matches.

• Butterflies: 4 1 1 5 5 
Medium

• Horses: 1 1 1 5 2 
Medium

• Hens: 2 1 1 5 3 
Medium

Prepare for Session 3
Use with Try It.
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English Language Learners:
Differentiated InstructionELL

Levels 3–5Levels 2–4Levels 1–3

Reading/Speaking To prepare children for  
the Apply It problems, write the following 
words and phrases on index cards and review 
them with children: and, plus, equals, is the 
same as. Place children in groups of three or 
four and have each child choose a different 
Apply It problem to explain to the group using 
the words from the index cards. If children 
need additional support, provide an example 
using the first problem. Say: 2 red apples and 
1 yellow apple is the same as 3 apples. 2 plus 
1 equals 3.

Listening/Speaking To prepare children 
for the Apply It problems, write the following 
sentence frames on the board and read 
them aloud:

•     and     is the same as     .

•     plus     equals     .

Model completing each sentence frame 
using the first problem. Say: 2 red apples and 
1 yellow apple is the same as 3 apples. 2 plus 1 
equals 3. Have children work in pairs and use 
the sentence frames to tell the number 
stories for each equation. Tell children to take 
turns using each sentence frame. 

Listening/Speaking To prepare children 
for the Apply It problems, write the following 
sentence frame:     and     is the 
same as     . Read the sentence frame 
aloud and have children repeat. Then choral 
read it together. Model using the frame to 
express a math story using the first problem. 
Say: 2 red apples and 1 yellow apple is the same 
as 3 apples. Then have pairs of children work 
together to use the sentence frame to tell 
number stories for each of the remaining 
problems. Provide additional support by 
supplying the names of nouns: butterflies, 
balloons, flowers.
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LESSON 17 SESSION 3

Have children compare each equation with the pictured addition problem 
and then complete the equation. Have children read the completed 

equation aloud. Have them relate the written total to the number of 
objects shown.

2 1 1 5 
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2 1 3 5

342

3 5

4 5

Solutions

• 2 1 1 5 3 
Medium

• 2 1 3 5 5 
Medium

• 2 1 2 5 4 
Medium

• 3 1 2 5 5 
Medium

Prepare for Session 4
Use with Apply It.

Solutions are labeled as Basic, 
Medium, and Challenge to support 
independent practice that can be 
differentiated as needed .

ELL Differentiated Instruction 
provides scaffolds for the next 
session so teachers can focus on 
productive struggle when solving 
mathematics problems by 
addressing language needs 
throughout the lesson .




