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Print Books
Teacher’s Guide

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS

Blend Phonemes

BLEND SOUNDS ROUTINE

MODEL  Blend the sounds in sheep.

Listen to the Sounds: I am going to blend sounds 

together to say a word. Listen as I say the sounds: /sh/ 

/ē/ /p/.

Blend the Sounds Together: Now I will blend those 

sounds together: /sheee¯p/. The word is sheep.

APPLY  Have children blend the sounds in thud.

Listen to the Sounds: Your turn! Listen as I say the 

sounds in a word: /th/ /ŭ/ /d/.

Blend the Sounds Together: Now you blend the 

sounds together to say the word. /thuuu˘d/ What is the 

word? thud

Now use the routine and have them blend the sounds 

in the words below. Correct all errors.

/sh/ /ō/, show /th/ /ŭ/ /m/ /p/, thump

/TH/ /ō/ /z/, those /sh/ /ā/ /k/, shake

/ŭ/ /p/, up /ŭ/ /s/, us

CHECK  Are children able to blend phonemes to 

produce single-syllable words?

Yes: Move on to Encode Words.

Not Yet: Reteach the Blend Sounds Routine using a 

visual, such as Elkonin boxes. Place a counter in a box 

for each phoneme in the word. Point to a counter as you 

say each phoneme. Then, slide your finger under the 

counters as you say the word.

Listen Up! 
PHONICS

Encode Words
BUILDING WORDS  Practice word building to warm 

up for dictation. Use Word Building Cards to model 

building the word shin. Point to each card, say the 

sound, and then blend the word. Guide children to 

change one letter to spell thin. Repeat to spell then. 

DICTATION  We built some sh and th words with our 

word cards. Now let’s write some words!

SPELL IT ROUTINE

MODEL  Think aloud as you spell the word ship.

Say the Word: The word is ship. Let’s think about the 

sounds we hear in ship.

Connect Sounds to Spellings: First, I say the word 

slowly, ship. Next, I will think about the first sound I 

hear. The first sound in ship is /sh/. I know the letters s 

and h together stand for /sh/. I will write the letters sh. 

Repeat for the remaining sounds.

TEACH  Have children write today’s first dictation word 

on page 61 of their Student Workbook.

Say the Word: Your turn! The first word is shed. 

Remember to say the words to yourself to help you 

think about the sounds.

Connect Sounds to Spellings: Think about the first 

sound in shed. Which letter(s) stand for that sound? 

Write the letter(s). Keep going for each sound in shed.

Dictate the words below for children to spell. 

1. shed 2. than 3. thud 4. cub

CHECK  Can children accurately spell words with sh, 

th, and short u?

Yes: Move on to Reinforce Letter Formation.

Not Yet: Have children practice saying and spelling any 

words they misspelled.

Build Words!

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

110

Digraphs sh- and th-
SESSION 2

PRACTICE & EXTEND

UNIT 2 • Create Every Day!

PHONICS
Long a: a, ai, ay

In Spanish, ai and ay are pronounced similarly to long i in English. 
Have children listen and watch your mouth as you say the long a 
sound. Point out how you stretch your mouth as if you are going 
to smile. 

TEACH  Display the SS&A Cards for long a. Say the image name and 
have children say the long a sound with you. Tell children that the /ā/ 
sound can be spelled in different ways. First, teach /ā/ spelled a as 
in strange. Write strange and read it aloud. Underline a and say the 
sound. Say, In the word strange, /ā/ is spelled a. Point to the letter 
and have children say the sound with you. Then repeat with ai and ay 
using the words train and day. Explain that two or more letters can 
stand for one vowel sound. Point out that ai usually appears at the 
beginning or middle of a word or syllable, and ay usually appears at 
the end of a word or syllable.
BLEND WORDS ROUTINE
MODEL  Write the word train. Point to the letters ai. Say the New Sound: I am going to say our new sound in this word: 
The letters a, i, together, stand for /ā/. Blend the Sounds Together: Now, listen as I blend all the sounds 
together: /trrraaa¯nnn/. Say the word with me: train.APPLY  Write the word play. Point to the letters ay.Say the New Sound: Your turn! Say our new sound in this word. /ā/ Blend the Sounds Together: Now, blend all the sounds together to 

say the word. /plllaaa¯/, play
Now use the routine and have children blend the sounds to say the 
words below. 
play
nail

stay
paid

say

range
rain
change

CHECK  Can children decode words with long a: a, ai, and ay?Not Yet: If children read /ā/ as /ă/ or another vowel sound, use the 
SS&A Cards to review the long a sound-spellings. Write additional 
words with long a spelled a, ai, and ay, and have children underline the 
long a spellings. Model blending the words and have children repeat.

Build Words!
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SESSION 1
INTRODUCE
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Long a: a, ai, ay

UNIT 2 • Making Art

• Everything you need to lead students through the lesson

• Routines that are simple, repeatable, and straightforward

• Helpful teacher tips

• Two-spiral bound volumes for teachers’ ease of use

Student Workbooks

Read the words. Then sort them by the long a spelling. 

gray braid clay rain

stay strange train trail

spray quail change May

a ai ay

1. 

2. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Phonics

152  WEEK 9 • Session 1

Write ch or wh to complete each word.

6.

3.

2.

5.

4.

1.

 in

 iff

 op

 ip

 en

 at

ch
wh

wh
wh

ch
ch
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Phonics

106  WEEK 6 • Session 3

• Essential practice activities

• Connected Texts for every lesson

• Two volumes for students’ ease of use

Digital Access
Digital Access for Magnetic Reading Foundations (through the Teacher Toolbox)

• Lesson slides

• Articulation videos

• Support for families

• Additional supportive practice

• Additional resources for differentiation

Program Components
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Classroom Kit
Classroom Books: Grade K

Unit 2.9

Letter Dd

by Mary Lindeen 
illustrated by Violet Lemay

Reading

Alphabet Books

• 26 books in total (actual size: 7” x 7”)

• Six copies of each Alphabet Book = 156 books per 
classroom

Simple and mostly visual little books that build 
concepts of print, alphabet knowledge, and 
oral language and help prepare students for the 
Magnetic Readers

Alphabet
Tales

by Trisha O’Leary

Alphabet Tales (Big Book)

Magnetic Reading Foundations’ program-specific Big Book 
(one book per classroom; actual size: 18” x 15”)

• Alphabet Tales contains content from the 
Alphabet Books as well as additional content to 
teach the alphabet, such as songs and poems.

• This Big Book introduces each new letter and 
teaches concepts of print in a large format.

Magnetic Readers (Program-Specific Decodable Readers)

15 titles with six copies of each = 90 books per classroom 
(actual size: 8” x 6.5”)

Highly readable little books on connected 
topics that give children the opportunity to 
read about real things as they practice new 
phonics and high-frequency word skills

Classroom Books: Grades 1–2

Lunch with Val

by Stefanie Finlayson
illustrated by Emily Paik

UNIT 2.6
CONSONANT DIGRAPHS

sh-, th-, ch-, wh- Magnetic Readers (Program-Specific Decodable Readers)

• 30 titles in total (actual size: 8” x 6”)

• Six copies of each book = 180 books per classroom

• Packaged by unit (i.e., 30 books)

Highly readable little books on connected 
topics that give children the opportunity to 
read about real things as they practice new 
phonics and high-frequency word skills

Card Sets: Grades K–2

Sound
Spelling
Cards

Sound
Spelling
Cards

46 cards

Sound Spelling Cards show every sound-spelling

taught in the program for 46 sounds. 

Sound Spelling Cards
Sound Spelling Cards

Sound Spelling

46 cards (actual size: 9” x 6”)

Sound Spelling Cards are used daily to introduce 
and review sound spellings. Sound Spelling Cards 
include a list of spellings for each sound along with 
an image to represent the sound.

Articulation
Cards

Articulation
Cards

46 cards

Articulation Cards show an articulation model 

and instructions for 46 sounds and exemplar words,

as well as a student-facing illustration.

Articulation Cards
Articulation Cards

Articulation

46 cards (actual size: 9” x 6”)

Articulation Cards provide clear directions and 
visual examples of proper mouth formation for 
each sound in the program.

    

W
ord Building Cards

W
ord Building Cards 207 cards

The set includes 2 of every lowercase letter (52)

1 of every uppercase letter (26) 

1 of each blend (29)

1 of other sound-spellings (53)

3 extra of a, i, o, u, t, n, s, h, r, d, l., c, m, f

(42), 4 extra of e (4), and 1 cover card

Word
Building

Cards

Word
Building

Cards

Word Building

Word Building Cards can be used to practice 
letter recognition and spelling. Teachers use 
the Word Building Cards in the Encode Words 
part of sessions to model building, blending, 
and changing letters to spell new words before 
students practice writing words.

207 cards (actual size: 6” x 4.5”)
• Two of every lowercase letter (52)
• One of every uppercase letter (26)
• One of each blend (29)
• One of other sound spellings (53) 
• Three extra of a, i, o, u, t, n, s, h, r, d, l, c, m, f (42)
• Four extra of e (4)
• One cover card

 120 cards

Each card has a Super Word and exemplar

sentences that provide context and definition.

Super W
ord Cards

Super W
ord Cards

2

Super Word
CardsSuper Word
Cards

130 cards

Each card has a Super Word and exemplar

sentences that provide context and definition.

Super Word (Program-Specific High-Frequency Words)

Each grade has a unique set of double-sided Super Word 
Cards for that particular grade (actual size: 6” x 9”).
• Grade K: 60 cards
• Grade 1: 120 cards
• Grade 2: 130 cards

Super Word Cards for each high-frequency 
word taught in the program help students say, 
spell, and write each word. The cards include 
the word and context sentences to support 
meaning and usage.

Note: Included in this Classroom Kit is a corrugated box that can be used as a Magnetic Reader display.

Note: This Classroom Kit includes a 
corrugated box that can be used as 

a Magnetic Reader display.

Digraph th
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sh

always
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