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Ready® Indiana Mathematics and
i-Ready Help Indiana Students 
and Teachers Think Differently
A new approach at Farmersville Elementary School has 
supported success on the rigorous new ILEARN exam.

Success Spotlight

Farmersville 
Elementary School  

Metropolitan School District 
of Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

K–5 Enrollment: 258

Free or Reduced-Price 
Lunch Eligible: 30%

Students at Farmersville Elementary School in the Metropolitan School 
District of Mt. Vernon in Indiana (MSD Mt. Vernon) had historically 
performed above the state average on end-of-year assessments, but the 
school’s mathematics scores lagged behind their English language arts 
(ELA) performance. In 2015–2016, the school achieved a 75.7 percent 
profi ciency rate in mathematics on the Indiana Statewide Testing for 
Educational Progress (ISTEP) exam—a higher rate of profi ciency than the 
district as a whole or the state. However, that number fell short of their 
84.3 percent profi ciency rate in ELA.

Based on these trends, the school leadership team knew they needed 
to enhance mathematics instruction, specifi cally to support students’ 
development of skills including critical thinking and problem solving. 
Starting with the 2016–2017 school year, they decided to move forward with 
implementing Ready Indiana Mathematics combined with i-Ready Assessment
and i-Ready Personalized Instruction for Mathematics.

Getting started with Ready Indiana Mathematics and i-Ready in fall 2016 
proved to be fortuitous timing for Farmersville, as major changes to 
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A research-proven program that 
provides actionable data about 
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and specifi c skills they need 
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Ready Indiana 
Mathematics

A teacher-led instruction 
program built to help students 
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Instruction

Powerful online lessons, driven by 
insights from i-Ready Assessment, 

that enable educators to give 
their students individualized 

pathways to profi ciency
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the state exam came not long after. In spring 2019, Indiana 
transitioned to the signifi cantly more rigorous Indiana 
Learning Evaluation Assessment Readiness Network (ILEARN). 
Statewide for Grades 3–5, 61.9 percent of students had rated 
as profi cient in mathematics and 63.9 percent were profi cient 
in ELA during the last year of the ISTEP (2018). After the switch 
to ILEARN in 2019, those passing rates dropped all the way to 
53.5 percent and 46.5 percent, respectively. 

“If we wouldn’t have gone with i-Ready and Ready Indiana 
Mathematics, our scores on the ILEARN would have been 
dismal once that test was released,” said Elizabeth Johns, 
then-principal at Farmersville. “We didn’t know ILEARN was 
coming at the time, but we knew we needed to increase rigor.”

Helping Students Think Diff erently

Johns, who recently became MSD Mt. Vernon’s Director of Curriculum, explained why the new 
state exams are more challenging: “The problems are much more detailed,” she said. “The story 

problems require a much closer reading of what the problem 
is asking, and then students must fi gure out how to solve using 
numerous steps.”

Before Ready Indiana Mathematics and i-Ready, the school didn’t 
have materials that prepared students to work their way through 
the necessary approach. Johns recognized that skills such as critical 
thinking and problem solving were becoming a necessity for 
mathematics learners, and she saw an opportunity to use the new 
programs to foster these skills. “When we learned about Curriculum 
Associates’ materials, I was impressed that they could help kids think 
about math diff erently,” she said. 

The path forward was implementing a discourse-driven teaching 
style with high expectations for rigor. 

Necessary Support to Create and Maintain Success

Of course, teaching mathematics in a new way that requires students to think diff erently also means 
teachers must adapt to a new way of thinking. Despite some initial reservations, Johns observed how 
her teachers quickly bought in: “As teachers watched and listened to how students were thinking, 
they went from skeptical, to liking Ready and i-Ready, to the point now where they love it,” she said.

The ongoing professional development (PD) provided by Curriculum Associates has helped the 
school achieve and sustain success. Teachers were encouraged to maintain their proven instructional 
practices, and PD on the new tools was readily available, which gave them the confi dence to pursue 
new ideas and know they’d be supported. As the school leader, Johns said she always knew she’d 
be able to get the right information to support her faculty. “I could call somebody and I would have 
an answer immediately or get a call back the same day,” she said. “I’ve been doing this for 20 years, 
and I’ve never worked with a textbook company with such phenomenal customer service.”

Our teachers’ belief in the new way 
we were delivering math instruction

 grew through their experience 
in the trenches—in the classroom. 

Teachers saw students having that 
‘Aha!’ moment. They realized kids 

were making connections that made 
them think, ‘Wow, I can’t believe 

they’re thinking that way!’
Even before teachers saw any kind 

of assessment data, student discourse 
and [collaborative] comments made 

teachers believe in the Ready/i-Ready
approach to instruction.

—Elizabeth Johns, 
Director of Curriculum, 

MSD Mt. Vernon

Elizabeth Johns, Director of 
Curriculum, MSD Mt. Vernon
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All told, it took about two years to feel that implementation was complete, but Johns found the 
learning curve to be well worth it for her school. Ready Indiana Mathematics combined with i-Ready
has positioned the school’s students to better meet the high expectations of ILEARN, and the results 
are indisputable: 83.7 percent of Farmersville students met or exceeded grade-level standards in 
mathematics at the end of the 2018–2019 school year—a tremendous number compared to the 
53.5 percent of Grades 3–5 students who did so statewide. In fact, the percent of students who 
were At or Above Profi ciency in mathematics even outpaced their ELA performance. 

Want to build a mathematics data culture?
Visit i-Ready.com/Empower to learn more about i-Ready’s actionable data, easy-to-use dashboard, 
and robust reports.

@myiready @CurriculumAssoc iReadyCurriculum Associates

Elementary Success Translates to Junior High School Interest

Based on its success, Farmersville Elementary School continues to use the i-Ready Diagnostic to 
measure their students’ progress while they implement Ready Indiana Mathematics and i-Ready 
Personalized Instruction with their students. All this success has been noticed by teachers at Mount 
Vernon Junior High School. Johns said Grade 6 has recently adopted i-Ready and Ready Indiana 
Mathematics, and she anticipates Grades 7 and 8 will be following in 2020–2021.

Grades 3–5 Students Who Met or Exceeded State Standards 
on Indiana State Mathematics Assessments, 2016 and 2019

*Refers to Ready Indiana Mathematics and 
i-Ready Assessment and i-Ready Personalized Instruction
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By using Ready and i-Ready*:

• The percentage of 
Farmersville students who 
were profi cient increased 
by 8 percentage points
from 2016 to 2019, when the 
more challenging ILEARN 
assessment was 
administered.

• Farmersville students 
outpaced the statewide 
profi ciency rate by 30.2 
percentage points when 
the more challenging 
ILEARN was administered, 
compared to outpacing the 
statewide profi ciency rate by 
13 percentage points when 
the ISTEP was administered.
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