
Overview
This document explains the connections between i-Ready’s Grade-Level Placements, instructional 
resources, and student performance on your state test. Because i-Ready’s Grade-Level Placements are 
directly connected to the instructional recommendations, they are ideally suited to help educators 
prepare students to reach proficiency on the New York State Testing Program (NYSTP).  

What can the i-Ready Diagnostic tell me about student performance on the NYSTP? 
For educators interested in using i-Ready Diagnostic data to understand how students are likely to perform on the 
NYSTP, we recommend using i-Ready’s Grade-Level Placements. Our recommendation is grounded in extensive research: 
there is a strong relationship between the i-Ready Diagnostic and the NYSTP in both the mathematics and ELA subject 
areas. Results from a large scale study conducted in 2017–2018 showed that, across all grades and in both subject areas, 
there is a statistical correlation between i-Ready Diagnostic and NYSTP scale scores as well as a clear correspondence 
between i-Ready Grade-Level Placements and NYSTP performance levels. For the purposes of this document, we will 
refer to NYSTP Level 3 as proficient. 

How do i-Ready’s Grade-Level Placements help me understand how my students are 
likely to perform on the NYSTP? 
Our research shows that for most grades and subjects, students who place into either Early On Grade Level or Mid On 
Grade Level or above after the fall or winter i-Ready Diagnostic are highly likely to achieve proficiency on the NYSTP. 
While most students who achieve an Early On Grade Level or Mid On Grade Level or above placement are highly likely 
to reach proficiency, a considerable number of students performing below level in the fall or winter can and will reach 
proficiency as well. For each grade level and subject area, there is a spectrum of likelihood of reaching proficiency based 
on their i-Ready placements (see example on next page)—students who are performing below grade level have a lower 
likelihood of reaching proficiency than students who are performing on grade level. Using i-Ready’s placements, you can 
identify where students who are performing below grade level need the most instructional support. 
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Table 1: Example of i-Ready Fall Placement Level and Probability of NYSTP Proficiency (Sixth Grade Reading) 

Three or More 
Grade Levels Below

Two Grade  
Levels Below

One Grade  
Level Below

Early On  
Grade Level

Mid On Grade  
Level or Above

≤21% 22%–43% 44%–75% 75%–86% ≥87%

Note: i-Ready’s research base (available upon request) provides the probability ranges for all grades, subjects, and seasons. 

As mentioned above, students reaching grade level on the i-Ready Diagnostic are highly likely to attain proficiency on the NYSTP, 
but with appropriate intervention and support, many students placing below grade level can also reach NYSTP proficiency.

What is the recommended i-Ready Grade-Level Placement that my students should 
target to be on track for proficiency on the NYSTP? 
The table below provides the recommended i-Ready placement level to target to feel confident that a student will reach 
proficiency. “Highly likely” to achieve proficiency is defined as having a probability of 70% or higher. It is important to 
look at each grade and subject separately due to varying probabilities. For example, a seventh grader who scores Mid 
On Grade Level or above on the fall i-Ready Diagnostic for Reading has a 75% or higher probability of being proficient, 
while a seventh grader who scores Mid On Grade Level or above on the fall i-Ready Diagnostic for Mathematics has a 
90% or higher probability of being proficient. 

Table 2: i-Ready Grade-Level Placements to Target for Proficiency on the NYSTP (Fall and Winter)

Student’s Actual 
Grade Level 

Recommended Grade-Level Placements to  
Be Highly Likely to Reach Proficiency

Probability Range  
(% or Higher)

Reading Fall Winter Fall Winter

3 Mid On Grade Level or above Mid On Grade Level or above 85%+ 75%+

4 Early On Grade Level or above Mid On Grade Level or above 70%+ 80%+

5 Mid On Grade Level or above Mid On Grade Level or above 80%+ 75%+

6 Early On Grade Level or above Mid On Grade Level or above 75%+ 80%+

7 Mid On Grade Level or above Mid On Grade Level or above 75%+ 70%+

8 Mid On Grade Level or above Mid On Grade Level or above 80%+ 75%+

Mathematics

3 Early On Grade Level or above Early On Grade Level or above 90%+ 75%+

4 Early On Grade Level or above Mid On Grade Level or above 80%+ 85%+

5 Mid On Grade Level or above Mid On Grade Level or above 90%+ 80%+

6 Mid On Grade Level or above Mid On Grade Level or above 90%+ 85%+

7 Mid On Grade Level or above Mid On Grade Level or above 90%+ 85%+

8 Mid On Grade Level or above Mid On Grade Level or above 85%+ 80%+

Note: All probabilities have been rounded down to the nearest 5% or 10% in order to provide a more conservative estimate.

Target Placements and Students Performing Below Grade Level: 
While Early On Grade Level and Mid On Grade Level or above placements are appropriate targets for attaining 
proficiency on the NYSTP, many students performing below grade level can and will reach NYSTP proficiency as well. 
For more information on using i-Ready placements to help students build the necessary skills to reach proficiency, 
please see How do i-Ready’s Grade-Level Placements connect to instruction? on the next page. 
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How do i-Ready’s Grade- 
Level Placements connect to 
instruction?

The i-Ready Diagnostic is designed 
to create a complete picture of 
student skills and to provide targeted 
instructional support, including 
both online instruction and teacher-
delivered, small group instruction. 
i-Ready Diagnostic results also provide 
information for leaders on how to 
allocate resources to support students. 

Teachers
Within the Diagnostic Results report, 
teachers can use i-Ready’s placements, 
particularly at the domain level, to 
determine where students need 
additional support and where they 
are already on track for proficiency. In 
Figure 1, you can see that Student C 
and Student D received the same scale 
score (481) and Overall Grade-Level 
Placement (One Grade Level Below). 
However, it is important to note that 
these two students need very different 
targeted support. Student C would 
benefit the most from more instruction 
in Vocabulary, while Student D would 
benefit the most from instruction in 
Phonics along with more exposure to 
literary and informational texts. 

Using the Can Dos and Next Steps (see 
Figure 2) you can see the instructional 
recommendations and resources that 
are tied to a student’s specific strengths 
and challenges. By targeting the 
appropriate instruction based on these 
students’ individual domain-level needs, 
you can help increase a student’s chance 
of reaching proficiency on the NYSTP. 

Overall Placement Placement by Domain*

Phonological Awareness (PA)

Phonics (PH)

High-Frequency Words (HFW)

Vocabulary (VOC)

Comprehension: Literature (LIT)

Comprehension: Informational Text (INFO)

*Students not completed are not included.

Class/Report Group

Grade 3, Section 1

Date Range

Diagnostic Window 1

10/25/18 - 12/01/18

Placement Definition

Standard View Key

8 Students

40%
On or Above 
Grade Level

10 Students

50%
One 
Grade Level Below

2 Students

10%
Two or More 
Grade Levels Below

0 Students

0%
Not Completed

Placement by Domain

Student

PA PH HFW VOC LIT INFO

DateScale
Score

Overall
Placement

Showing 20 of 20

Student A

Student B

Student C

Student D

Student E

Tested 
Out

Tested 
Out

Tested 
Out

Tested 
Out

Tested 
Out

Late 3

Late 3

Grade 2

Grade K

Grade 1

Grade 6

Late 3

Grade 1

Early 3

Grade 2

Late 3

Grade 4

Grade 2

Grade 1

Grade 1

Late 3

Grade 4

Grade 2

Grade 1

Grade 1

10/31/18

10/31/18

10/31/18

10/31/18

10/31/18

99th

99th

79th

79th

57th

Choose Your Column:

Diagnostic Results PDF

Subject

Reading

603

602

481

481

463

Mid 4

Late 3

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 1

Lexile® is a trademark of MetaMetrics, Inc., and is registered in the United States and abroad. Copyright © 2018 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.

National Norms

Percentile Rank

Tested 
Out

Tested 
Out

Tested 
Out

Tested 
Out

Tested 
Out

Tested 
Out

Max 
Score

Grade 2

Grade 1

Grade 1

HelpAssess & TeachRosters Regina MooreReports

520 

640

Typical 576 

Stretch 590

Key

PDF

Phonological
Awareness

 

Placement by Domain

Phonics High-Frequency 
Words

Vocabulary Comprehension: 
Literature

Comprehension:
Informational Text

Tested Out Grade 3
514

Tested Out
561
Grade 4

547
Grade 4

519
Grade 3

Can Do

Developmental Analysis

Next Steps & Resources for Instruction

—  Teach about author's point of view and purpose.
Support Danielle in applying these skills to Grade-Level 3 text:
• Determine an author's point of view in an informational text by looking for stated opinions.
• Distinguish one's own point of view from that of the author of the text.
• Determine an author's purpose for writing an informational text, including to inform, to 
 persuade, and to entertain.

Tools for Instruction
Determine Author’s Purpose

Additional Resources
Ready® Reading instruction or digital access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox
Learn More

•   Grade 3
     Lesson 11: Author's Point of View

—  Provide additional strategies for determining word meaning.
Support Danielle in using these steps to figure out the meaning of unfamiliar words in 
Grade-Level 3 text: 
• Look around the word for context clues. 
• Break the word apart and look for clues in the parts (base word, prefix, suffix). 
• Guess the meaning of the word. 
• Try out the meaning in the original sentence and see if it makes sense in context. 
• Use the dictionary, if needed, to confirm this meaning. 

Tools for Instruction
Teach New Word Meanings
Use Context to Find Word Meaning

Additional Resources
Ready Reading instruction or digital access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox
Learn More

•   Grade 3
     Lesson 9: Unfamiliar Words
     Lesson 12: Words in Context

—  Build understanding of how to connect text and visuals.
Explain that readers get information from words in a text as well as from pictures, 
photographs, maps, and other types of illustrations.
• Using a Grade-Level 3 informational text containing plenty of visuals, model thinking about how the 
 visuals support the text and sometimes give additional information that does not appear in the text.
• Prompt Danielle to connect the text and visuals. Ask questions such as, “What do you see in the 
 illustration that matches what we just read about? What details in this illustration tell you more 
 about what we just read?”

Additional Resources
Ready Reading instruction or digital access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox
Learn More

•   Grade 3
     Lesson 17: Connecting Words and Pictures in Informational Text
     Lesson 21: Connecting Words and Pictures in Stories

—  Extend understanding of cause and effect. 
• Define effect as something that happens. Define cause as something that makes something 
 else happen. 
• Read aloud a Grade-Level 3 informational book and model the thought process behind discovering 
 cause-and-effect relationships. 
• Say, “When I read, I think about things that happen and why those things happen.” 
• Model asking and answering questions such as, “What happened?” and “Why did it happen?” 
• Then have Danielle read an informational text in a small group. Remind the child to ask these same 
 questions and to look for details in the text to find answers.

Tools for Instruction
Identify Cause and Effect

Additional Resources
Ready Reading instruction or digital access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox
Learn More

•   Grade 3
     Lesson 1: Asking Questions about Key Ideas
     Lesson 4: Describing Cause and Effect
     Lesson 5: Asking Questions about Stories

—  Develop understanding of using evidence to support inferences in 
Grade-Level 3 text. 
• Explain that readers must use evidence from a text to support inferences about the text. Evidence can 
 include words or phrases from the text, details from pictures and illustrations, and one's own prior 
 knowledge and experience. 
• Point out that readers often revise inferences as they read and gather more information. They consider 
 new details and ask themselves, “Does my previous inference still make sense with what I know now?”

Tools for Instruction
Make Inferences

Additional Resources
Ready Reading instruction or digital access to Ready through Teacher Toolbox
Learn More

•   Grade 3
    Lesson 18: Describing Connections between Sentences and Paragraphs

This domain addresses Danielle's understanding of informational text. Results indicate that Danielle needs instruction in Grade-Level 3 informational
skills and strategies, such as identifying and evaluating an author's point of view or purpose, as well as analyzing cause-and-effect relationships.
Teach a variety of informational genres, including biographies, autobiographies, and newspaper or magazine articles.

Results in Phonics indicate that Danielle has difficulty decoding words accurately. Vocabulary is another cause for concern. This score indicates that Danielle has gaps in 
grade-level word knowledge. Targeting Phonics and Vocabulary instruction is the best way to support this student’s growth as a reader. Taken together, this information 
places Danielle in Instructional Grouping 1.

Diagnostic 1

560
     Grade 4
09/14/19

Danielle Baker Grade 5Diagnostic Results

*  Foundational Domains

Grade 4 (560)
Standard Error +/- 12

Tested Out

Grade 3

Tested Out

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 3

Overall

Phonological Awareness *

Phonics *

High-Frequency Words *

Vocabulary

Comprehension: Literature

Comprehension: Informational Text

Subject

Reading

Diagnostic

Diagnostic 1 (09/14/19)

Placement Definition

Standard View

Norm and Lexile PerformanceNational Norm and Lexile® Performance

National Norm:
38th Percentile 

Lexile measure & range:
830L, range 730L-880L
“Find a Book, i-Ready” enables you to build custom reading lists. Based on the student's Lexile®

measure and personal insterests. Search for books now at www.Lexile.com/Fab/i-Ready.

Understanding Lexile Measures

Find a Book, i-Ready

Danielle is developing proficiency with below-grade 
level informational texts in skills such as:
• Sequencing events
• Identifying cause-and-effect relationships
• Demonstrating understanding of key ideas 
   and details
• Comparing and contrasting
• Identifying main idea
• Retelling the most important ideas

Standards

Lexile® is a trademark of MetaMetrics, Inc., and is registered in the United States and abroad. Copyright © 2019 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.

3 Reading 
INSTRUCTION3 Reading 
INSTRUCTION

3 Reading 
INSTRUCTION3 Reading 
INSTRUCTION

3 Reading 
INSTRUCTION3 Reading 
INSTRUCTION

3 Reading 
INSTRUCTION3 Reading 
INSTRUCTION

3 Reading 
INSTRUCTION3 Reading 
INSTRUCTION

Diagnostic 1

The average annual growth for a 
student at this grade and 
placement level.

Stretch Growth

An ambitious but attainable level of 
annual growth that puts on-grade 
level students on a path to 
achieve/maintain advanced 
proficiency levels.

Typical Growth

HelpAssess & TeachRosters Regina MooreReports

This Diagnostic used to establish 
Growth Measures.

On Grade Level (581-640)

Mid On Grade Level (609)

Figure 1: Using the i-Ready Diagnostic Results Report for 
Teachers: Overall Placement and Placement by Domain  

(Third Grade Reading Example)

Figure 2: Using Can Dos and Next Steps in the Classroom 
(Fifth Grade Reading Example)
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Leaders
Within the Diagnostic Results report, 
leaders can use i-Ready’s placements 
to help guide allocation of scarce 
resources. Leaders can also look at 
the domain-level placements within a 
school to identify areas where students 
are struggling and target additional 
training or intervention. For example, 
in Figure 3, which has the Standard 
View selected, you can see that less 
than half of the students (45%) in 
School 1 are On Grade Level (green) 
whereas the majority of students (77%) 
in School 2 are On Grade Level (green). 
As we evaluate these two schools using 
the Standard View (see Figure 3), the 
majority of students in School 2 are 
meeting the recommended target for 
proficiency whereas less than half of the 
students in School 1 are meeting the 
recommended target for proficiency. 
Leaders can then toggle between the 
placement domains to identify the 
domain-specific areas where students in 
School 1 need more support. 

How has i-Ready’s approach to reporting predicted proficiency changed? 
Our current approach is designed to make a more explicit connection between the specific instructional actions 
educators can take to help students reach proficiency on the NYSTP based on their i-Ready placement level instead 
of focusing on point estimates alone. The i-Ready program, its reporting features, and its prediction model are 
fundamentally unchanged, but now rely on probability-based targets that are tied to i-Ready Grade-Level Placements. 
The new approach is generally more conservative, but no less accurate. 

Can any educational test perfectly predict performance on another? 
There are many reasons why educational test predictions can never be 100% accurate: measurement error on any 
given test, the conditions under which a test is administered (e.g., low stakes vs. high stakes), the degree to which 
the student is motivated to take the test, and even whether or not a student had breakfast on test day. Given these 
known limitations and based on our research, our current approach focuses on the i-Ready Grade-Level Placements 
each student should target to reach proficiency. When thinking about how a student is likely to perform on a state 
summative test, we recommend using multiple data points and additional information about the student and the 
nature of the test you are trying to predict.

For More Information
Please contact your Curriculum Associates representative for  
more information or to request a copy of the research base behind  
the proficiency probabilities at info@cainc.com.
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Diagnostic

Diagnostic 1

Switch Table View  

Phonological Awareness

School 1

School 2

School
Students 
Assessed/Total

102/112

344/348

7%

1%

14%

9%

79% 

89%

19% 

5%

36%

18%

45%

77%
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Show Results By 

School

HelpAssess & TeachManagement Don AdisonReports

Tier 1
31%

Tier 2
46%

At Risk for Tier 3 
23%

Phonological Awareness (PA)

Phonics (PH)

High-Frequency Words (HFW)

Vocabulary (VOC)

Comprehension: Literature (LIT)

Comprehension: Informational Text (INFO)

Subject

Reading

Academic Year

Current Year

Prior Diagnostic

 None

Placement Definition

Standard View

Students Assessed/Total:  1,850/1,891

School

All Schools

08/06/19 - 08/31/19

Overall Grade-Level Placement

On or Above One Below Two or More 
Below

Phonological Awareness Grade-Level Placement

On or Above One Below Two or More 
Below

Figure 3: Using the i-Ready Diagnostic Results Report for 
Leaders: Overall Placement and Placement by Domain 

(District-Level Reading Example)
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