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Introducing Magnetic  
Reading Foundations Florida B.E.S.T.

Curriculum Associates is excited to announce a brand-new Foundational Skills program for 
Grades K–2 customized and built for Florida. 

Comprehensive Foundational Skills program with lessons aligned to the Florida B.E.S.T. Standards 

Everything you need for systematic, Foundational Skills instruction, which includes: 

• Instructional routines to help build structure and consistency across the program 

• Student Books, Teacher’s Guides, Foundational Skills program cards,  
Magnetic Readers (decodable texts), and more!

Lunch with Val

by Stefanie Finlayson
illustrated by Emily Paik

UNIT 2.6
CONSONANT DIGRAPHS

sh-, th-, ch-, wh-

Listen Up! Build Words!
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS

Blend Syllables
There are no sound transfers for /th/ or /TH/ in Spanish 
(except for the Spanish spoken in Spain), Mandarin, 
or Arabic. Guide children to position their tongues 
between their teeth and gently blow to make the 
sound. 

BLEND SOUNDS ROUTINE
MODEL  Blend the syllables in shadow.

Listen to the Sounds: I am going to blend syllables 
together to say a word. Listen as I say each part, or 
syllable, in a word: shad • ow.

Blend the Syllables Together: Now I will put those 
syllables together: shad • ow. The word is shadow.

APPLY  Have children blend the syllables in thirsty.

Listen to the Sounds: Your turn! I am thinking of a 
word. Listen as I say the syllables in the word: thirst • y.

Blend the Syllables Together: Now you put the 
syllables together to say the word. thirsty 

Now use the routine and have children blend the 
syllables in the words below. Correct all errors.

throw • ing thun • der • ing ther • mos

show • ing shoe • lace shov • el

CHECK  Are children able to blend syllables?

Yes: Move on to Isolate Phonemes.

Not Yet: Reteach the Blend Sounds Routine using a 
visual, such as hand gestures. Hold out one fist while you 
say the first syllable in a word, and hold out the other fist 
while you say the second syllable. Put your fists together 
and blend the syllables. Have children repeat with the 
next word.

LISTEN FOR THE SOUND

Isolate Phonemes
Listening for phonemes (sounds) before introducing 
the grapheme (symbol) helps children understand the 
connection between the sound and the letter(s) used to 
represent that sound.

ISOLATE SOUNDS ROUTINE
MODEL  Isolate the first sound in the word shed. 

Listen for the Sound: I am going to listen for the first 
sound in the word shed.

Say the Sound: Now I will say the first sound I hear in 
shed: /sh/. The first sound I hear in shed is /sh/.

APPLY  Have children isolate the first sound in the 
word thumb. 

Listen for the Sound: Your turn! What is the first 
sound in the word thumb? 

Say the Sound: Now you say the first sound you hear.  
/th/ Again. /th/ 

Now use the routine and have children isolate the first 
sound in each word below. Correct all errors.

shade, /sh/ sheep, /sh/

think, /th/ there, /TH/

shine, /sh/ thorn, /th/
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Introducing Magnetic  
Reading Florida B.E.S.T. 

Curriculum Associates is excited to announce a brand-new reading comprehension program for 
Grades 3–5 customized and built for Florida. 

High-quality texts that build knowledge 

Instruction that is rigorous and accessible to all learners

Florida B.E.S.T. reading standards and ELA Expectations are woven throughout each lesson. 

NEW!
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SCAFFOLD READING

A drone � ies through 
a whale’s misty breath 

to gather droplets of snot.Snot-Copter:

Stop & Discuss

What makes the samples 
gathered by the 
scientists “treasure”?

Explain what makes the 
samples important. Then 
underline two sentences 
that explain what the 
scientists can learn from 
the samples.

research = careful gathering 
of information

5 Their boat catches up to the humpback, now 
swimming just below the water’s surface. The 
scientists have attached a camera to the 
drone. They have also attached a dish on top 
of the drone to collect the snot. As the drone 
flies, the camera becomes its eyes. The 
camera sends live video back to Fearnbach 
on the boat. She gives Durban directions, 
telling him how to steer the drone right 
behind the whale’s blowholes. PHOOO! The 
drone zooms straight through the whale’s blow! 

6 Once the drone has collected enough snot, Durban 
brings it in. Fearnbach carefully catches it. Back at their 
lab, the scientists will prepare samples of the snotty 
treasure and send them to another lab for tests. 

7 Scientists hope this research will help them understand 
more about these animals. Over time, scientists will gather 
more samples. By comparing the samples from one year to 
the next, scientists will learn if the whale population is 
getting stronger. They will know more about what is 
making some whales sick or weak. Scientists hope these 
giants of the sea will grow in number and live alongside us 
for a long time—snot and all!

LESSON 7
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SESSION 1

Snot-Copter:
by Dionna Mann

Stop & Discuss

What are the scientists 
studying?

Find text details that help 
you understand what the 
scientists are studying. 
Discuss those details with 
a partner.

1 The boat is on the move. It speeds over icy waters toward a 
humpback whale. Scientists Holly Fearnbach, John Durban, 
and Lance Barrett-Lennard are on board with their 
hexacopter. The hexacopter is a drone—a small flying 
machine operated by remote control. The scientists use the 
drone to collect...whale snot!

2 Whale snot is collected in the air. Here’s how. Whales hold 
their breath when underwater. As they rise to the surface to 
breathe, humpback whales blow the air out of their lungs 
through two blowholes on the top of their heads. Their 
misty breath blasts into the air, as high as 10 feet (3 meters)! 
Droplets of snot are in the spray. The drone flies through 
this mist to collect samples of snot.

3 But why would anyone want to collect whale snot? Well, it 
holds a lot of information. Scientists study the snot under a 
microscope to learn what kinds of microbes live in the 
whales’ lungs. This information helps scientists answer 
questions. Are the whales likely to get sick? Are the whales 
being affected by the actions of humans? The snot samples 
hold many clues.

4 Humpback whales are a recovering endangered species. 
Scientists like Fearnbach, Durban, and Barrett-Lennard 
want to understand how to help these animals stay 
healthy and strong. Looking closely at the snot they 
collect will help them do that.

Two scientists catch a 
drone returning with 

whale snot. 

samples = small parts of 
something collected for study

microbes = tiny living things 
that can only be seen with a 
microscope

Drones at Work

READ
SESSION

1
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Support Reading
• Set a purpose for reading. Say, In this text, you 

will read to learn about one way that scientists use 
technology to study whales.

• Have students read paragraphs 1–4. Have them 
circle unknown words and mark confusing parts 
with a question mark. 

• Use CHECK INs and Help & Go scaffolds as 
needed to support understanding of the text. 
Monitor based on annotations, observation, and 
your knowledge of students. 

• CHECK IN Students understand that a drone is 
a remote-controlled flying machine.

HELP & GO: Comprehension

• Students may be familiar with remote-controlled 
toys or TV remote controls. Ask volunteers to 
share what they know about how those 
devices work. 

• Point to the photo of the drone in the text. Say, 
A drone is a flying machine without a pilot in it. 
Someone controls the drone from a distance. Why 
might flying a drone over a large animal be helpful? 
It helps you see the animal without going too close 
to it. 

Stop & Discuss ELA.K12.EE.1

• Have students complete Stop & Discuss, and 
then Turn and Talk with a partner. 

• LISTEN FOR Students explain that the 
scientists are studying the germs in whale snot. 

HELP & GO: Comprehension

• Have students reread paragraph 2. Point out that 
the whale’s spray is similar to a person’s sneeze. 
Ask, Why do we cover our noses and mouths when 
we sneeze? There could be germs in the spray. Point 
out that scientists look at the whale snot samples 
under a microscope. 

• Provide a sentence frame for students: Scientists 
are studying    . EL

1

2

1

2
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LESSON 7

A drone � ies through 
a whale’s misty breath 

to gather droplets of snot.Snot-Copter:

Stop & Discuss

What makes the samples 
gathered by the 
scientists “treasure”?

Explain what makes the 
samples important. Then 
underline two sentences 
that explain what the 
scientists can learn from 
the samples.

research = careful gathering 
of information

5 Their boat catches up to the humpback, now 
swimming just below the water’s surface. The 
scientists have attached a camera to the 
drone. They have also attached a dish on top 
of the drone to collect the snot. As the drone 
flies, the camera becomes its eyes. The 
camera sends live video back to Fearnbach 
on the boat. She gives Durban directions, 
telling him how to steer the drone right 
behind the whale’s blowholes. PHOOO! The 
drone zooms straight through the whale’s blow! 

6 Once the drone has collected enough snot, Durban 
brings it in. Fearnbach carefully catches it. Back at their 
lab, the scientists will prepare samples of the snotty 
treasure and send them to another lab for tests. 

7 Scientists hope this research will help them understand 
more about these animals. Over time, scientists will gather 
more samples. By comparing the samples from one year to 
the next, scientists will learn if the whale population is 
getting stronger. They will know more about what is 
making some whales sick or weak. Scientists hope these 
giants of the sea will grow in number and live alongside us 
for a long time—snot and all!

LESSON 7
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Support Reading
• Have students read paragraphs 5–7. 

• CHECK IN Students understand the phrase the 
camera becomes its eyes.

HELP & GO: Language

• Have students reread paragraph 5. Ask, What do 
our eyes do? They allow us to see. The camera on the 
drone sends video to the pilot. How does the camera 
become the pilot’s eyes? It lets the pilot see where the 
drone is going using a live video. 

• Point out the term live video. Ask students to 
describe examples of live video, such as news 
reporting or sports broadcasts. EL

Stop & Discuss ELA.K12.EE.1

• Have students Turn and Talk to complete the 
Stop & Discuss.

• LOOK FOR Students identify one way that the 
samples help scientists study whales.

HELP & GO: Comprehension

• Confirm students’ understanding of treasure 
by asking them to give examples of objects or 
relationships that they consider treasure. Clarify its 
meaning as “a very important thing.”

• Have students reread paragraphs 6 and 7. Ask, 
Why are the snot samples like treasure? They give 
important information about the whales. What do 
scientists learn from the samples? if the whale 
population is getting stronger; what makes whales 
sick or weak

Discuss the Whole Text
Revisit the Focus Question. Ask, Why do scientists 
study whale snot, and how does technology help 
them? Have students Raise a Hand to share their 
ideas. Record student responses for later reference.

3

4

Snot-Copter:
by Dionna Mann

Stop & Discuss

What are the scientists 
studying?

Find text details that help 
you understand what the 
scientists are studying. 
Discuss those details with 
a partner.

1 The boat is on the move. It speeds over icy waters toward a 
humpback whale. Scientists Holly Fearnbach, John Durban, 
and Lance Barrett-Lennard are on board with their 
hexacopter. The hexacopter is a drone—a small flying 
machine operated by remote control. The scientists use the 
drone to collect...whale snot!

2 Whale snot is collected in the air. Here’s how. Whales hold 
their breath when underwater. As they rise to the surface to 
breathe, humpback whales blow the air out of their lungs 
through two blowholes on the top of their heads. Their 
misty breath blasts into the air, as high as 10 feet (3 meters)! 
Droplets of snot are in the spray. The drone flies through 
this mist to collect samples of snot.

3 But why would anyone want to collect whale snot? Well, it 
holds a lot of information. Scientists study the snot under a 
microscope to learn what kinds of microbes live in the 
whales’ lungs. This information helps scientists answer 
questions. Are the whales likely to get sick? Are the whales 
being affected by the actions of humans? The snot samples 
hold many clues.

4 Humpback whales are a recovering endangered species. 
Scientists like Fearnbach, Durban, and Barrett-Lennard 
want to understand how to help these animals stay 
healthy and strong. Looking closely at the snot they 
collect will help them do that.

Two scientists catch a 
drone returning with 

whale snot. 

samples = small parts of 
something collected for study

microbes = tiny living things 
that can only be seen with a 
microscope

Drones at Work

READ
SESSION

1
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Available for Back 
to School 2022!
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