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Tennessee Educators:  
Your Essential Guide to  

ESSER Funding 
Find out what it is, how much is available, and ways to use it to 

identify and address unfinished learning  
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Identify and Address Learning Loss with i-Ready 
i-Ready is a comprehensive assessment and instruction program that empowers educators with the resources 
they need to help all students succeed. By connecting Diagnostic data and Personalized Instruction, i-
Ready reduces complexity, saves educators time, and makes differentiated instruction achievable in every 
classroom. i-Ready: 
 

• Provides user-friendly dashboards and clear reports with actionable data that give teachers a 
foundational understanding of students’ strengths and areas of need 

• Enables educators to confidently determine each student’s on-grade level proficiency based on state 
and national standards 

• Allows educators to attend to students’ unfinished learning while at the same time ensuring instruction 
of grade-level standards with a Prerequisites Report that provides specific information about which 
students need additional support with critical prerequisite skills 

• Delivers online lessons that provide tailored instruction and practice for each student to accelerate 
growth 

• Supports teachers with in-the-moment resources for remediation and reteaching at individualized, 
small group, and whole class levels of instruction  

• Includes dedicated service and support at every step of the implementation journey  

Planning for Summer Learning in 2021? 
This unpredictable school year has made student summer learning needs increasingly complex. Whether your 
summer learning plans include addressing unfinished learning, reinforcing grade-level concepts, or extending 
your current school year, i-Ready provides instructional tools to support remote or in-person summer learning 
programs, meeting the varied needs of any district with one comprehensive solution.  

  

"One of my kids said, ‘I like i-Ready because it’s like having your 
own personal teacher right in front of you.’” 

 

Rachel Phillips 
Teacher 

Sumner County School District 
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The Current Situation in Tennessee Schools 

Limited supplies of PPE. 

Amplified learning loss across demographics. 

Shifting instructional model guidelines depending on the level of community transmission and incidence rate. 

We all know there are numerous challenges impacting schools throughout the country because of the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

To address the ongoing impact, Congress has provided financial support for districts and schools through 

the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER): 

• In March 2020, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act included $13 billion in 

ESSER funds.  

• In December 2020, an additional $54 billion for ESSER II was allocated through the Coronavirus 

Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act.  

• In March 2021, another $122 billion for ESSER III was allocated through the American Rescue Plan (ARP) 

Act.  

• ESSER I, ESSER II, and ESSER III funds have been allocated to each state in the same proportion as their 

Title I, Part A grants. 

As an educator in Tennessee, what should you know about the recent developments in ESSER funding? How 
can you best use this funding to address pandemic-related challenges like learning loss? How can assessment 
tools like i-Ready help? In this guide, we’ll answer these questions and more.  

 

  

https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/elementary-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund/
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Questions Tennessee Educators Need to Ask 

How much ESSER funding did Tennessee receive? 

Tennessee schools received $259.8 million in emergency ESSER I funding, another $1.1 billion as part of the 

ESSER II funding, and an additional $2.4 billion as part of the ESSER III funding.  

  

How are these funds being distributed amongst Tennessee schools? 

ESSER I allocation amounts by Local Education Agency (LEA) have been published here. 

 

ESSER II allocation amounts by Local Education Agency (LEA) have been published here. 

 

ESSER III allocation amounts by Local Education Agency (LEA) have been published here. 

 

What can the ESSER funding be used for in Tennessee? 

Districts have the flexibility to use this emergency spending in a multitude of ways, including for assessments, 

instructional materials, software, hardware, professional development, connectivity, teacher pay, and summer 

school activities.  

 

Additional fiscal guidance has been published here by the Tennessee Department of Education.   

 

What is the greatest teaching and learning challenge facing your district? 

In addition to the urgent support needed for healthcare concerns associated with school reopening and 

preventing further virus transmission, we’ve heard from educational leaders and school administrators across 

the country about the specific teaching and learning challenges facing their districts. These include how to 

understand and combat the effects of unfinished learning due to the pandemic and how to support teachers 

in preparing students for grade-level instruction when students have a diverse set of needs and skillsets. It’s 

evident that teachers need the support of tools that will enable them to quickly and easily assess student’s 

learning, set achievable growth targets, and teach with linked, targeted instruction, all in one platform for ease 

of use. 

 

 

https://eplan.tn.gov/documentlibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1695271&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/documentlibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1695269&inline=true
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/health-&-safety/ESSER%203.0_District_allocations.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/health-&-safety/ESSER%202.0%20FAQ.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/education.html


 

© 2021 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.         
 6 

How can use of the ESSER funding help solve those challenges? 

Adaptive assessments are a critical tool in diagnosing and addressing learning loss, and this increase in ESSER 

funding provides an opportunity to re-evaluate what tools your district is currently using to see if they 

adequately meet the unprecedented demands of this time. 

It’s important to look for an assessment tool that provides ambitious stretch goal measures to show a path to 

grade-level proficiency for all students, as well as assessment data that is easy to understand. Look for 

assessments that help teachers quickly identify prerequisite skills needed in advance of teaching grade-level 

instruction, and ones that generate student grouping reports based on learning needs. 

Your assessment tool should also connect your students’ data directly to instructional resources and lessons. 

Look for programs that deliver online lessons that are tailored for each student to achieve growth, and in-the-

moment resources that educators can use for the purpose of remediation and reteaching at individualized, 

small group, and whole class levels of instruction. 

In this time of constant change, it’s also important to look for an assessment provider that is as much a partner 

in your district’s success as you are. Consider whether your assessment provider offers professional 

development that supports your teachers in how to use the tool both remotely and in the classroom. 
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How to Get Started 
 

Learn more from the i-Ready Grants Team!  
Please visit curriculumassociates.com/grants-and-funding/esser 

https://www.curriculumassociates.com/grants-and-funding/esser

	Identify and Address Learning Loss with i-Ready
	Planning for Summer Learning in 2021?

	The Current Situation in Tennessee Schools
	Questions Tennessee Educators Need to Ask
	How much ESSER funding did Tennessee receive?
	How are these funds being distributed amongst Tennessee schools?
	What can the ESSER funding be used for in Tennessee?
	What is the greatest teaching and learning challenge facing your district?
	How can use of the ESSER funding help solve those challenges?

	How to Get Started

